
The $2.4 billion Bear River Water Grab is a proposal to build 3 new dams and a huge diversion of the 
Bear River that will dry up tens of thousands of acres of the Great Salt Lake — the West’s largest wetland 
ecosystem.  The project is being proposed to provide more Wasatch Front lawn water.

The West’s Largest Wetlands at Risk
 Thousands of Acres of Wetlands Will Be Devastated 

By the Bear River Water Grab

The proposed Bear River Water Grab would seriously impact the many communities that rely on the Bear 
River and the remarkable Great Salt Lake.  The Bear River is the largest source of water to the Great Salt 
Lake and the proposed Water Grab would:

Devastating Environmental Impacts

The $2.4 billion Bear River Water Grab will devastate Great Salt 
Lake wetlands and forever alter the largest remaining wetland 

ecosystem in the American West, just to provide more lawn 
water for Salt Lake County. 

Divert the Bear River upstream of the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge and its 
remarkable estuary

Drop the level of the Great Salt Lake 2-4 feet in a given year, eliminating nesting and 
feeding habitat for millions of birds 

Decimate tens of thousands of acres of sensitive shoreline wetlands along the Great 
Salt Lake

Expose millions of acres of lake bed, thereby creating massive dust storms and 
exacerbating air quality problems along the Wasatch Front

 Learn more at savethebearriver.org.



Cheaper Alternatives Exist To Provide Water

The Bear River Water Grab will destroy tens of 
thousands of acres of wetlands that are vital 
habitat for 8-10 million migratory birds. Over 
230 species of birds travel from as far south 
as Chile, north to the Arctic Circle and as far 
west as Siberia.  Many species gather at the 
Lake in larger populations than anywhere else 
on the planet.

Utah water lobbyists convinced the Utah 
Legislature to pass a bill to begin funding 
the Bear River Water Grab during the 2016 
session.

One million northern pin-
tails - Siberia

75% Ameria’s tundra swans

Only marbled godwit 
staging area in interior US

1.4 million eared grebes

250,000 American avocets and 
65,000 black-necked stilts

60,000 ruddy ducks

32,000 long-billed 
dowitchers 

Burrowing owls

Long-billed curlews

Red-winged blackbirds

Black terns

Willets

17,000 western 
sandpipers

280,000 red-necked phalaropes

Short-billed 
dowitchers

Least sandpipers

Black-bellied plovers

10,000 bank swallows

World’s largest assemblage 
of snowy plovers

The Great Salt Lake is Critical Habitat for 
Birds Throughout the Western Hemisphere

No Place To Land
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savethebearriver.org

It’s not too late to stop the Bear River Water Grab.  A wide range of alternatives exist to provide 
water for Utah’s future without impacting the Bear River or the Great Salt Lake:

Conserve Water.  Utahns have the highest (per-person) water use in the U.S., according to the 
U.S.G.S.  Water conservation would provide more water for growth than the proposed Bear River 
Water Grab for a fraction of the project’s $2.4 billion cost.

Convert Surplus Agricultural Water for Municipal Use.  Although paving farmland is nothing to 
celebrate, converting irrigated farmland to municipal use creates a surplus of water.  Since agricul-
ture uses 85% of Utah’s water, and is being rapidly replaced by urban development, the growing 
amount of surplus water is an inexpensive source of water.

Remove Property Tax Subsidies that Encourage Water Waste. Because Utahns pay property 
taxes to lower the price of water, our low water rates encourage consumers to waste water.  That’s 
why phasing out these property taxes would ensure that everyone is paying the full cost of their 
water, especially large government agencies.


